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Set to be the third largest wind farm in Australia, Ararat Wind Farm is currently 
under construction 180km northwest of Melbourne and will operate 75 wind 
turbines with a rated capacity of up to 3.4MW each, providing electricity for up 
to 123,000 average Victorian homes annually or approximately six per cent of 
the state’s residential power needs.

Led by GE Power & Water and the Downer Group, construction began in 
August 2015, with the first power expected to be delivered to the grid in 
September 2016 and construction completed by April 2017.

However, while electricity is yet to flow, the Ararat Wind Farm is already 
making a powerful difference to Victoria after attracting almost half a billion 
dollars of direct international investment into the state and generating real 
economic benefits for business and the community.

A Powerful Partnership
Having worked closely with BlueScope for decades, Keppel Prince 
Engineering is now using quality steel products and support from BlueScope 
Plate Supplies to help bring power to the people of Victoria through 
construction of wind towers for the new $450 million Ararat Wind Farm.

CATEGORY:
Manufacturing
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Ararat, Victoria

PRODUCT:
XLERPLATE® steel



Now nine months into the two-year 
construction phase, the project is 
creating over 160 jobs and injecting at 
least $7- 8 million into the local economy 
around Ararat. 

In line with its global parent Keppel 
Corporation, Keppel Prince Engineering 
is strongly focused on building and 
maintaining a sustainable future and 
since 2001 has been one of Australia’s 
largest producers of wind towers and 
erectors of wind farms and offers 
specialist engineering solutions for the 
renewable energy industry.

As a proud Australian manufacturer, 
Keppel Prince believes strongly 
in supporting fellow Australian 
manufacturers and has for many years 
turned to BlueScope to provide quality 
steel products and technical support for 
its operations, as their General Manager, 
Steve Garner, explained.

“We’ve always believed in using 
the BlueScope product and keeping 
everything Australian-made,” Steve 
said. “I’m all about building our wind 
towers here using local steel because 
I’m not going to put my business at risk by 
importing steel and taking the chance of 
quality issues over price differences.”

“This is the first time GE has used a local 
manufacturer on shore; they’re giving 
us 35 towers to build and importing 40, 
so we can show them the quality we’re 
capable of and I’m sure the finished 
product we provide in partnership with 
BlueScope will compare extremely well.”

In terms of the steel Keppel Prince 
Engineering requires for the Ararat 
project, the needs are quite varied and 
also quite specific, as Peter Fitzgerald, 
BlueScope Plate Supplies Customer 
Service Officer, explained.

“Keppel Prince purchase the three-
section towers in section lots that are 
made up of 29 individual steel plates, 
made to specific non-standard grades 
and thicknesses,” Peter said. “The 
dimensions of each steel plate vary 
only slightly in both overall size and 
thickness for each section and require 
strict process controls to ensure the 
specifications are met.”

Provided by BlueScope Plate Supplies’ 
Westall branch, south east of Melbourne, 
Keppel Prince Engineering’s steel is 
supplied in a Just- In-Time format which 
ensures they receive the 300 tonnes of 
steel they need to produce two towers 
each week for the Ararat Wind Farm 
contract.

Utilizing their CAD/CAM Plasma-Oxy 
profiling capabilities, the Westall branch 
cuts the steel to the specification of plans 
supplied by Keppel Prince. 

Steve Garner also appreciates the 
extensive technical support Keppel 
Prince receives from BlueScope in Port 
Kembla.

“Sometimes technical challenges crop 
up in relation to thicknesses, quality or 
standards - wherever there might be 
differences from EU standard to what is 

standard within Australia and we’ve got 
to modify; then we have the technical 
expertise from BlueScope in
Port Kembla to give us advice on which 
way we need to go,” Steve said.

When asked to sum up the relationship 
between Keppel Prince Engineering 
and BlueScope Plate Supplies, Steve 
was quick to point out he viewed it as a 
working partnership, not just a business 
relationship.

“We really are in business together; we
need BlueScope as much as they need 
us” Steve stated. “BlueScope Plate 
Supplies provide us with high quality 
products at the right price, with assured 
supply, on-time delivery and expert 
technical backup; the relationship we 
have with them suits our organisation 
and BlueScope has always been very 
supportive, which is vital to the nature of 
our business.”

For more information visit
www.keppelprince.com

““I’m all about building our wind towers here using local steel 
because I’m not going to put my business at risk by importing steel 
and taking the chance of quality issues over price differences.”
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